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DRUGS POLICY 
 
The Policy refers to the usage, possession and distribution of ‘Classified’ (i.e. illegal) 
drugs, as apposed to Prescription or over the counter ‘Medical’ drugs.  The policy aims 
to follow the UK Governments Drug Strategy 2017 whilst offering support and guidance 
to the membership. 
 
It is the policy of YFYFC that all young people that partake in any activities of the 
Federation should be able to do so safely and without risk to health, as far as possible. 
The Federation operates a ZERO tolerance policy with regard to all ‘classified’ drugs or 
psychoactive substances. This means that any Member, County Officer, Steward , Club 
Leader or Staff member should not be in possession of or under the influence of any 
drugs or psychoactive substances when attending any YFC premise or activity. 
 
The Federation will use the full force of the Law to deal with that person and the full 
force of its constitution to exclude that person from its membership, association or 
employment. 
 
Furthermore, the Federation expects its constituent Clubs and Districts to do likewise.  
 

 
THE LAW  
The two key pieces of legislation that establish drug offences in the UK are the  Misuse 
of Drugs Act 1971 and the 2016 Psychoactive Substances Act. In addition, the 
implementation of this legislation is shaped by further key legislation, such as the 
Drugs Act 2005. 
 
It is illegal for you to have in your possession (hand, pocket, car, house etc.) any 
CLASSIFIED drugs.  
 
If anyone takes drugs or attempts to supply them on a premise which you are 
responsible for, this is also an offence for which you can be prosecuted.  
 
Outlined below are the penalties which you may face for possession, supply or 
production. 
 

Class of Drug Possession Supply and 
Production 

CLASS A Up to 7 years in prison, an 
unlimited fine or both 

Up to life in prison, an 
unlimited fine or both 

CLASS B Up to 5 years in prison, an 
unlimited fine or both 

Up to 14 years in prison, 
an unlimited fine or both 

CLASS C Up to 2 years in prison, an 
unlimited fine or both 
(except anabolic steroids - 
it’s not an offence to 
possess them for personal 
use) 

Up to 14 years in prison, 
an unlimited fine or both 

TEMPORARY CLASS 
DRUGS 

None, but police can take 
away a suspected 
temporary class drug 

Up to 14 years in prison, 
an unlimited fine or both 



Psychoactive substances 
include substances like 
nitrous oxide (‘laughing 
gas’) 
 

You can receive a fine or prison sentence if you: 
• carry a psychoactive substance and you intend 

to supply it 
• make a psychoactive substance 
• sell, deal or share a psychoactive substance  

 

 

 
DEFINITIONS 
 

• Drug: the World Health Organisation (WHO) defines a drug in the simplest 
terms as a substance taken that alters the mind and body. The legal definition 
of a drug concerns illicit substances and medication with a high potential of 
misuse, and these are controlled and classified under the Misuse of Drugs Act 
1971.  Drugs are categorised as Class A, B or C and temporary class drugs, 
depending on their perceived threat to society, with Class A being the most 
dangerous. 

• Prescribed medication:  a drug to manage an illness or medical condition 
that is available only with written instructions from a doctor or dentist to a 
pharmacist. 
 
 

Class of Drug Drug 

CLASS A Crack cocaine, cocaine, ecstasy (MDMA), 
heroin, LSD, magic mushrooms, 
methadone, methamphetamine (crystal 
meth) 

CLASS B Amphetamines, barbiturates, cannabis, 
codeine, ketamine, methylphenidate 
(Ritalin), synthetic cannabinoids, 
synthetic cathinones (for example 
mephedrone, methoxetamine) gamma-
hydroxybutyric acid (GHB), gamma-
butyrolactone (GBL), and 1-4 butanediol 
(1,4-BD). 

CLASS C Anabolic steroids, benzodiazepines 
(diazepam), piperazines (BZP), khat 

Psychoactive substances Substances that cause hallucinations, 
drowsiness or changes in alertness, 
perception of time and space, mood or 
empathy with others e.g laughing gas 

TEMPORARY CLASS DRUGS* 
 
 

*The government can ban new 
drugs for 1 year under a 
‘temporary banning order’ while 
they decide how the drugs 
should be classified. 

Some methylphenidate substances 
(ethylphenidate, 3,4-
dichloromethylphenidate (3,4-DCMP), 
methylnaphthidate (HDMP-28), 
isopropylphenidate (IPP or IPPD), 4-
methylmethylphenidate, 
ethylnaphthidate, propylphenidate) and 
their simple derivatives 



 

CONFIDENTIALITY 
In certain circumstances it may be appropriate for parents/carers to be informed of an 
individual’s substance abuse.  Any decision to inform parents/carers should be taken 
with care.  Consideration should be given to the long-term interests of the young 
person, particularly their age. We request that any members causing concern during 
club meetings, are reported to the Designated Safeguarding Officer. 
 
YFYFC officers, stewards, club leaders and staff members are under no obligation to 
directly involve the police, but YFYFC should be aware that other organisations could 
have different policies or guidelines. However, this may be appropriate in situations 
where behaviour cannot be managed or for other considerations present at the time.   
 

YFYFC BEST PRACTICE 
The purpose follows the guidelines set out by NFYFC in November 2021 and is to: 

• Protect people from harming themselves through the misuse of drugs 
• Protect all attendees from poor intent or harm from others, and to  
• Assist the local police in the apprehension of any individual in violation of the 

law. 
 
1. This plan acknowledges that controlled substances may be present on site and 

states the steps taken to reduce risks and protect staff and all attendees from 
harm. 

 
2. This plan is written in line with UK statutes: Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, the Drugs 

Act 2005. 
 
3. Applicable people include all staff, ticket holders, guests, artists, contractors and 

attendees. There are no excemptions to this plan. 
 

4. The Yorkshire Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs has a zero-tolerance policy 
towards the use of illegal drugs, and the misuse of prescribed drugs. The venue 
has a zero-tolerance approach to the use of drugs on its premises. 
 

5. This includes, but is not limited to: 

5.1. Possession of a controlled drug. 

5.2. Possession with intent to supply another person. 

5.3. Production, cultivation or manufacture of controlled drugs. 

5.4. Supplying another person with a controlled drug. 

5.5. Offering to supply another person with a controlled drug. 

5.6. Import or export of controlled drugs. 

5.7. Allowing premises to be used for the consumption of certain controlled drugs 

5.8. Possession of any ‘legal high’, ‘research chemicals’, ‘novel psychoactive 
substances’, ‘NPS’, ‘designer drugs’ or ‘herbal highs’ or other substances 
used to spike drinks. 

 
 



 
6. A) ACTIONS FOR YFYFC EVENTS 

 
All stewards and contractors should be vigilant and look out for signs of drug use, 
drug dealing, and the effects and symptoms of spiked drinks or spiking by 
injection. 
 
6.1.. Preventative measures such as amnesty boxes and police drug 
dogs/security services drugs dogs can be employed to prevent drugs and 
substances entering an event. 
 
6.2.If any drugs or substances are found on an individual the person should be 
held by SIA security personnel and the Head of Security, and the venue Duty 
Manager/Chief Steward/County Chairman should be informed to attend the 
incident immediately. 
 
6.3. Should any illegal substances be found, items will be seized by SIA personnel 
immediately or the Duty Manager. Quantities are irrelevant. The substances to 
be placed in the Drugs Safe at the Venue. If no Drugs Safe is available, 
a secure place should be identified and used with limited access 
remembering the criminal law relating to possession. 
 
6.4. The venue Duty Manager/Chief Steward/County Chairman will make the 
judgment whether to eject the individual concerned or detain for the police; this 
will be evaluated by the amount of illegal substance that is seized. 
 
6.5. If needed, the individual and the substance to be handed directly to local 
Police Force, and the incident will be then managed by the responding Police 
personnel. 
  
6.6. If any drugs/substances are found on the premises, SIA personnel/the Duty 
Manager should be alerted immediately, and the security contractors will manage 
and deal with this in accordance with the policies in place at the venue; this will 
always include reporting the incident to the Head of Security and Duty 
Manager/Chief Steward/County Chairman. 
  
6.7. It is at the discretion of YFYFC, Police and Security Personnel if this person 
will then be allowed to re-enter the site. This will be managed based on 
intelligence from the Police, Duty Manager/Chief Steward/County Chairman and 
the Head of Security. 
 
6 B) GENERAL ACTIONS 
 
6.8. All cases involving the drugs will be reported back to the YFYFC Event 
Management, including as much information as is known. The incident should be 
reported to the Designated Safeguarding Officer (DSO) using a YFYFC Incident 
Report Form. 
  
6.9. Should drugs/substances be found at a YFYFC competition/activity, the Chief 
Steward and County Chairman should be alerted immediately and an YFYFC 
Incident Report Form completed. 



6.10. All drug related incidents will be logged by the Head of Security, Venue 
Duty Manager or YFYFC Event Organiser, where and if possible, CCTV stills 
should be taken of the individuals questioned. 

 
6.11. Yorkshire Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs, their stewards, their 
contracted security and the venue will work with the local Police on identifying 
and enabling the chastisement of potential drug misuse. 
  
6.12. Following the event YFYFC will work with the police authorities and assist 
with any investigations. The county federation may also conduct an internal 
investigation under the YFYFC behaviour policy and take internal actions to 
safeguarding its events and its members from exposure to drugs. Sanctions may 
be applied to those involved in carrying, using, misusing or dealing drugs at a 
YFC event. Sanctions may include denying entry (or ticket purchases) for some 
events for a period of time, or for YFC members, removal of membership may be 
appropriate.  In such a case, members would be banned on the Silo Cloud 
database for attending any NFYFC event. 

 

INCIDENT FOLLOW UP 
In the event of an incident an Incident/Near Miss form must be completed and 
forwarded to the County Chairman at the earliest opportunity.  All serious incidents 
will be discussed with the Designated Safeguarding Officer. 
 

CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, YFYFC is about “fun, learning and achievement” and ensuring our 
friends and peers understand the law and consequences linked to drugs.  We aim to 
follow this policy whilst providing Young Farmer Members and their guests a safe and 
welcoming social environment. 
 

CONCERN 
Should you be concerned about your own drug taking or those of your friends or peers, 
please do not hesitate to seek help from the following helplines and websites: 
 

Talk to Frank https://www.talktofrank.com/ 

Drugwise https://www.drugwise.org.uk/ 

Drugs and Me https://www.drugsand.me/en 

NFYFC Spiking information http://www.nfyfc.org.uk/Spiking 

Release https://www.release.org.uk/ 

NHS Live Well https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/drug-
addiction-getting-help/ 

 
 
 
 
Signed ……………….………………….. 
 
Edward Bentley, County Chairman 
 
Dated:  28th April 2022 
 
To be reviewed in April 2024 


